The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 14 May 2005

Stanley’s e-mail Thursday night informed me of the FOX HUNT.  But I was already preparing Wednesday with the battery charging and wires soldering.  The two 8 volt battery assemblies were okay.  The one 8-cell Icom battery pack was missing its case (it’s still not found).  The 440 MHz remote was not going to be used.  All the stuff to take fit into one smaller box.  So that’s all that was put in the car.  

Saturday morning was pleasant with clouds and WIND with a forecast of thunderstorms.  On the way in my thought patterns leaned to Flea Land.  After breakfast at Hardee’s I headed to Big Lots for camera batteries and to replace the ones put in the GPS.  Then to 229 I went.  Going around back, a chain link fence appeared surrounding heavy equipment. Near that was a three-sided heavy concrete foundation would shield the FOX from the outer road going around the flea market.

The FOX was the Icom IC-2AT, FOX controller, eight-cell battery pack and a nice black wire, 19 inches long for the antenna. On the dot at 10:02 AM (Yes, I was late) the FOX was turned on and carried to its hiding place.  The FOX radio was set to 300 mW and was placed down behind concrete foundation, with the black wire barely lying over the top of the wall.  

Listening on 146.925 resulted in nothing heard!  Then got another radio turned on listening to 146.61.  That’s when Peter was heard. I heard nothing on 146.925. 

Timeline:

10:02
FOX on the air

10:05
Peter, KJ4ND said he couldn’t hear it, Jim N4ICU announced FOX is ON.


10:06
Peter said he will try to get beams on it.

10:11
Peter is mobile

10:20
Peter said he is still trying to find the FOX

10:20
Peter said something about marking directions, so he must hear it.

10:30
Brian, KG4DIO, just drove around the access road, 30’ from FOX, 10 ‘ from ME!

10:31 
Brian didn’t see me, but I don’t think he was hunting.

10:50
Peter ID’s .

11:00
Peter goes by on 229.

11:02
Scotty, W4EFG calls Peter to ask how he was doing.

11:07 
Jim is watching Peter hunt on foot with HT and getting closer.

11:08
Peter went to van and gets beams, headed right back to FOX, close.

11:09
Peter looks at me, big grin, points toward FOX.

GPS located FOX at 37º 06.336’N, 84º 03.915’W and 1176 feet AMSL.

This hunt showed that Peter is getting better at this.  In marking his maps, the lines crossed on the word “FLEALAND”!  

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, didn’t buy nothing, N4ICU ………

See pictures below by Jim “Sneaky Fox” N4ICU
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